
In this webinar we look at the different aspects of the detec-

tion and confirmation stages in most routine microbiologi-

cal methods. We define what is meant by a presumptive 

result, and explain why it is perfectly acceptable for the lab-

oratory to report some results as presumptive, whilst other 

tests require full confirmation techniques to be carried out.  

We also explore what exactly is happening when the in-

itial presumptive pathogen result doesn’t confirm as the 

target organism, and explain how this is a natural con-

sequence of the selectivity requirements of the test.

We also describe the different confirmatory tech-

niques which we employ at ALS and explain how the 

new molecular techniques at our disposal can of-

fer real advantages in terms of speed and accuracy.
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Presumptive results. What are they, and 
why don’t they always confirm?
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• Duration: 60 minutes including Q&A

• Speaker: Andy Muirhead - ALS Company
        Microbiologist 

• Cost: 55€ + VAT (per person)
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